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LIGHT OF THE VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 1074 N Fairfield Rd, Layton, UT 84041    www.lotvlayton.org 

 www.facebook.com/lotvlayton    www.youtube.com/lotvlayton 

 Worship: Sundays 10:30 am; Mondays 7:00 pm  Bible Study for All: Sundays at 9:15 am 

    Church Office: 801-444-1591     Pastor’s Mobile: 385-319-1026 

 Office Assistant’s E-mail:       Pastor’s E-mail:  

 secretary@lotvlayton.org      pastorklein@lotvlayton.org 

Welcome 

This Sunday, traditionally called Gaudete (Rejoice), captures the heightening anticipation 

of the coming Savior. Those who anticipate the arrival of the Christ rejoice, because the 

Lord and his deliverance is near.  

Guests & Visitors 

We are so thankful that you joined us for worship! Please fill out a guest card located 

underneath the second and fourth chair in front of you and give this card to the pastor 

or fill out our online guestbook on our church website. If there is any other way that we 

can serve you, please let us know. God bless your worship! 

Information 

Restrooms are located on your right as you exit the back of the sanctuary. 

The Fellowship Hall is located to the left of the sanctuary.  

A Playroom & Nursery are available for small children, located to your right as you exit 

the back of the sanctuary, near the entrance to the Ladies’ Restroom.  

Worship Folders & Children’s Bulletins and crayons are available on the table to the 

right of the center doors of the sanctuary. 

Prayer Requests can be made by filling out the prayer request book as you enter church 

or by speaking with the pastor.  

Serving in Worship 

Music: Gail Vander Wal 

Ushers: Harry Short and Steve Vander Wal 

Communion Assistant: Joel Schwarz 

Lay Reader: Joel Schwarz 

Acolyte: Ty Ruder 

Worship Leader: Pastor Jon Klein  

Light of the Valley is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnYKT5lZO93bsCWYt-13AWwIhajklVXkM0JHVOnuWFLk16wg/viewform
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Order of Worship 
In our worship, God comes to us in his Word and his Sacraments, and we respond with our praise and 

thanksgiving to him. All are welcome to participate as indicated. The parts marked M are spoken or sung 

by the minister, and the parts marked C are spoken or sung by everyone in the congregation.   

STAND 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

In the confession of sins, we acknowledge our sins and ask God to forgive them. The absolution gives and 

assures us that we are forgiven by the substitutionary life and death of Jesus Christ.  

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 

us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 

what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 

punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 

and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, 

a sinner.  

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 

and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: O Lord, my God, I called to you for help, and you answered me. I thank 

you for the love you have shown me in Jesus Christ, my Savior. Through 

him you have rescued me from the guilt of my sin and given me the 

peace of forgiveness. Help me fight against temptation, correct 

whatever wrongs I can, and serve you and those around me with love 

and good works. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen. 



4 | P a g e  

 
 

Prayer and Praise 
Knowing that we have been forgiven all of our sins, we praise God asking him to come to us using verses 

from Hymn 23 “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” in our red hymnal. 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord! 

C: ♫ Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel,  

And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here  

Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

O, come, O Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home. 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to you, O Israel! 

Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Let us pray:  

Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your 

mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your 

light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C: Amen.   

BE SEATED 



5 | P a g e  

 
 

The Word of God 
This section is the heart and high point of our service. What follows is not the uncertain word of humans. 

It is the Word of God that has called us to faith in Jesus as our Savior from sin, death, and the devil. 

First Bible Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-17   

14 Sing, Daughter Zion; shout aloud, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 

Daughter Jerusalem! 15 The LORD has taken away your punishment, he has turned 

back your enemy. The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you 

fear any harm. 16 On that day they will say to Jerusalem, “Do not fear, Zion; do 

not let your hands hang limp. 17 The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty 

Warrior who saves. He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer 

rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing.”  

Psalm of the Day: Psalm 130 

A song of ascents. 1 Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD; 2 Lord, hear my voice. 

Let your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy. 3 If you, LORD, kept a record of 

sins, Lord, who could stand? 4 But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, 

with reverence, serve you.  

5 I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope. 6 I 

wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than 

watchmen wait for the morning. 7 Israel, put your hope in the LORD, for with the 

LORD is unfailing love and with him is full redemption. 8 He himself will redeem 

Israel from all their sins.  

Second Bible Reading: Philippians 4:4-7 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be 

evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 

situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 

God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
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STAND 

 

The Gospel Reading: Luke 3:7-18 

M: The Gospel for the Second Sunday in Advent comes from Luke chapter 3 

reading verses 7 to 18. 

   
7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 

vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in 

keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up 

children for Abraham. 9 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree 

that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”  

10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 11 John answered, “Anyone who 

has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and anyone who has 

food should do the same.”  

12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should 

we do?” 13 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them. 
14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” He replied, “Don’t 

extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.”  

15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 

John might possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you 

with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 

sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
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17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 

wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 And 

with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news 

to them.  

M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.  

 

Confession of Faith: Apostles’ Creed 
The Creed is a summary of the Christian faith and a confession of the whole Christian Church on earth 

concerning the teachings of Scripture and especially of the person of Jesus Christ.  

M: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.  

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated 

at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come 

to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen.     

BE SEATED 

Children’s Message 
The children are invited up to the front of church for a message from the pastor.  
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Hymn of the Day: CW 7   Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers  
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Sermon based on Zephaniah 3:14-17 
The sermon, for the most part, is a one-sided conversation from the pastor meant to apply God’s Word 

to your life. In order to help with this application, consider these questions during or after the sermon.  

1) What makes me want to sing?  

2) Why will the Lord sing about me?  

3) After hearing God’s Word through Zephaniah, now what makes me want to 

sing? 

STAND 

 

 

 

 

 

BE SEATED 
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Thank Offering to God 
The offering is an opportunity for us to return thanks to God for all that he has done for us.  You can also 

set up electronic giving with Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement, which you can find on our website 

(www.lotvlayton.org) under the “Worship” tab or download it from any app store and start using it 

today. Another way is to “Give By Text” by texting to 833-946-1361 the amount you wish to donate, using 

the $ before the amount; then follow the instructions in the reply text. If you encounter any problems, 

contact our Financial Secretary, Brian Koopman (801-510-1467; finsec@lotvlayton.org). 

The Rite of Confirmation 
Having been taught God’s Word through our Bible Information Class, Dan & Robyn, Jeremy & Heather, 

Hermine, and Sue are expressing their unity of belief and commitment to the mission, ministry, and 

membership of Light of the Valley Lutheran Church in our 10:30 am Sunday service.  

STAND 

 

Prayer of the Church 
The Lord invites our prayers and asks that Christians pray for many people and circumstances. He 

promises to listen to them and respond according to his will in a way that is best for us. With that in mind, 

we approach our God with confidence and faith in him and his promises.   

M: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your 

promise to send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. 

Through your prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your 

people to the advent of their Savior. 

C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son 

to destroy the works of the devil. 

M: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to 

shatter our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

http://www.lotvlayton.org/
mailto:finsec@lotvlayton.org
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C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom 

of heaven is near.” 

M: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and 

strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to 

the despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of 

deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your 

grace. 

M: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will 

see your Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
The following prayer is what Jesus himself taught his disciples. (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4)  

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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The Sacrament of  

the Lord’s Supper 
 

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness 

of sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear 

witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people 

to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, 

we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 
Christ destroyed death and destroyed the power of Satan. We join the saints and angels in a song of 

praise to our God in what is called the “Sanctus.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
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 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

     

O Christ, Lamb of God 
The words we sing are taken from John 1:29. Believers come as spiritual beggars and cry out to Christ, 

the Lamb of God, to have mercy on us and to take away our sin. 

 

 

 

 

 

BE SEATED 
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Distribution  
On the basis of what God’s Word says, the Lord’s Supper is an expression of 

unity in beliefs. Therefore, we kindly ask that only confirmed members of Light 

of the Valley and of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod partake of Holy 

Communion. We encourage those who would like to receive Holy Communion 

with us to speak with the Pastor before doing so.  

Distribution Hymn:  Take and Eat 
As the Lord’s Supper is being distributed, you are welcome to sing with the refrain of “Take and Eat.” 

 

STAND 

Song of Simeon 
The words of this song as based on Simon’s praises when he finally saw his Savior (Luke 2:29-32).  
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C:  And his mercy endures forever.  

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent 

your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have 

given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not 

forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we 

willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  

Blessing 
As we close our worship service, we leave with direct blessings from our Lord and God, using the words 

that God gave to Aaron the High Priest to bless the Israelites (Numbers 6:22-27).  

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve 

the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace.  
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Closing Hymn:  CW 20   When All the World Was Cursed 
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Take a moment to reflect on today’s message, one of the Bible readings, or on a hymn during the service.  

Following the announcements, greet the people that you have worshiped with and then feel free to leave 

the chapel when you wish. Have a blessed week!   

Copyright © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-720723. 

Scripture quotations from the Holy Bible, New International Version, copyright 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 International Bible Society. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

Announcements 

Book of Job Bible Study    
Join us as we study the book of Job on Sunday mornings at 9:15 am, in which we learn 

how to be a Christian friend to someone who is suffering. Attend in person at church or 

via Google Meet (meet.google.com/pqv-rkqb-zjo). The Bible study recordings will be 

made available through the link in the weekly newsletter.  

Angel Tree 

For this year’s Angel Tree, we are partnering with the Bountiful Food Pantry’s “Sub for 

Santa.” If you would like to participate, angels with gift information are available for pick-

up on the Christmas tree by the bulletin board between the restrooms. Please return 

your gift under the tree no later than Sunday, December 19. Thank you! 

Special Needs Worship 

Our Jesus Cares special needs worship service will be held next on Saturday, December 

18 at 11:00 am. If you know someone with special needs, extend them an invitation. 

Contact Harry Short (801-828-7027; outreach@lotvlayton.org) for details.  

Evangelism Training  
The next session of our evangelism training Bible Study, let by our Evangelism Chairman, 

Harry Short, will be Sunday, December 19 at noon. All are invited to attend and learn 

how to be an evangelist in your everyday interactions. If you have any questions, contact 

Harry (outreach@lotvlayton.org; 801-828-7027).  

Arts & Crafts 

You are invited to join in for an afternoon of art and craft projects on Tuesday, December 

14,  starting at 1:00 pm. Contact Brenda Kidd (brendakidd@lotvlayton.org; 801-663-

0015) to RSVP and find out about upcoming projects.    

file:///C:/Users/PK/Documents/Preaching/035%20Easter%202/Year%20A/2020/meet.google.com/pqv-rkqb-zjo
mailto:outreach@lotvlayton.org
mailto:outreach@lotvlayton.org
mailto:brendakidd@lotvlayton.org
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College-Age Bible Study  
Our college age Bible study on Romans continues Thursday, December 16 at 5:00 

pm. For more information, please contact Pastor Klein.  

December Forward in Christ  
Copies of the November edition of Forward in Christ are available for pick-up on the 

information table between the restrooms. The magazine features devotions, personal 

stories from fellow WELS members, and updates on various WELS congregations.   

No Monday Night Worship December 20 

With the children’s Christmas program held in place of our regular worship service on 

December 19, there will not be Monday night worship on December 20. Regular Monday 

night worship will resume the following week, December 27, at 7:00 pm. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship  
Everyone is invited to our special Christmas Even candlelight worship service held on 

December 24. This year’s services will be held at 3:00 pm and 7:00 pm, with both services 

having the same content. Join us in celebrating the nativity of our Savior! 

Christmas Day Worship  
All are welcome to join us for a special Christmas Day worship celebrating the birth of 

our Savior at 10:30 am on Christmas morning. This is a different service from our 

Christmas Eve candlelight worship. 

Christmas “Thank You” Donations   
The Church Council is asking if LOTV members would like to contribute toward a 

monetary gift to thank our Pastor and specific LOTV volunteer positions. If so, please 

place donations along with a note stating the purpose of the contribution in a 

sealed envelope by December 19. Gifts can be placed in the collection plate or given to 

any of the Council members. Your generosity is much appreciated. If you have questions, 

contact Joel Schwarz, Council President (president@lotvlayton.org; 801-540-8351).    

Lutheran Recovery Group 
There are many things in life that can threaten our relationship with Jesus. So, on Tuesday 

nights at 7:00 pm, we have a recovery support group here at Light of the Valley to 

strengthen each other through God’s Word and to encourage one another. If you have 

questions, please contact Faith York (920-691-2332; help@lotvlayton.org).  

mailto:president@lotvlayton.org
mailto:help@lotvlayton.org
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The Advent Wreath 

The Advent wreath is a circular garland of 

evergreen branches representing eternity. On that 

wreath, five candles are typically arranged. During 

the season of Advent one candle on the wreath is 

lit each Sunday as a part of the Advent services. 

Each candle represents an aspect of the spiritual 

preparation for the coming of the Lord, Jesus 

Christ. As a whole, these candles represent the 

coming of the Light of Christ into the world.  

On the first Sunday of Advent, the first purple candle is lit. This candle is typically called the 

"Prophecy Candle" in remembrance of the prophets, primarily Isaiah, who foretold the birth 

of Christ (Isaiah 7:14; 9:1-7). This candle represents hope and expectation in anticipation of 

the coming Messiah. We have a sure and certain hope because God is faithful and will keep 

the promises he made to us. 

On the second Sunday of Advent, the second purple candle is lit. This candle is called either 

the “Bethlehem Candle” or the “Candle of Preparation.” God kept his promise of a Savior who 

would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). As we hear in our Bible readings this Sunday, we 

are preparing a way for the Lord by asking God to help us be ready to welcome him into our 

lives. 

On the third Sunday of Advent, the pink candle is lit. This pink candle is called the "Shepherds’ 

Candle" or the “Candle of Joy.” The angels announced the birth of the Savior to the shepherds 

in total joy (Luke 2:7-15). 

The fourth and last purple candle, oftentimes called the "Angel Candle" or the “Candle of 

Love,” represents the reason why God sent Jesus in that lowly manger. “God so loved the 

world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life” (John 3:16). This candle is lit on the fourth Sunday of Advent. 

On Christmas Eve, the white center candle is lit. This candle is called the "Christ Candle." The 

color white represents purity. Christ is the sinless, spotless, pure Savior, the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world. (John 1:29) Those who receive Christ as Savior are washed 

of their sins and made whiter than snow. 


